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Commandant’s Message
The holidays are upon us, and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the Marines in our detachment for their dedication to the Marine Corps League, the Marine Corps, and our communities.  With the various religious holidays, such as Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa, we are constantly reminded this is the season for giving.  But we also have the distinction of being a family that gives all year round.  We know no season, and I am proud to know each and every one of you.

We wrapped up the year by completing our annual Toys for Tots drive.   Special thanks go out to 

the Young Marines and our members for their usual extraordinary efforts to assist us in this huge com-

munity project.  We have had an amazing year, with more projects and community involvement since I joined the detachment.  

Unfortunately, we said goodbye to many Marines in our area, and our hearts go out to the families of

those Marines who will spend the holidays without their loved ones.   Again, I applaud our detachment

for the caring and compassion you have all shown by supporting the families of Fallen Marines, as well

as supporting our members who have had health problems this year.

Special thanks go out to a few specific members.  J.O. Smith has turned over the responsibilities of the

Honor Guard to the Sergeant-at-Arms, Steve Thomas.  Don Marsolek will be passing his duties on to John Sims as of January, as our public relations coordinator.  Both J.O. and Don have faithfully per-

formed their duties for many years, and deserve to “take off their packs.”  Thank you gentlemen.  

To all our members, I extend warm holiday wishes.  Enjoy time with your families and friends, and

remember, WE are also a family.  Semper Fi.

 Calendar
Our next meeting is Wednesday, January 27th, 2010, from 1900, at our usual meeting place:  American Legion Post 327, 6521 Nieman Rd. in Shawnee.
Good of the League

Take a look at www.mclfoundation.org for the excellent work that this Foundation is doing. 

Another site of interest to Marines is www.patriotfiles.com, where over 800 Marines from Kansas are listed.  
This is also a good source for recruiting new members.  Also check out www.youngmarines.com. 
Sick and Distressed

Please remember all our sick and distressed members or family in your prayers.

Joyce McGough is doing much better – and not using a walker.   Marine McGough was hospitalized

early in the morning of December 23rd due to complications after taking Tylenol 3 after a tooth ex-

traction.  Frank was released on the same afternoon and is doing much better.  

Marine Don Ingram’s eyesight is failing fast.  Cards may be sent to Don at 4651 Oak Grove Ct., Kansas 
City, KS 66106-3666, or he may be called at 913/831-0243.  Don has been receiving treatment at a VA
facility in Nebraska.   
Marine Hunt is at The Manor of Grace Gardens, Room 222, 5201 West 143rd St., Leawood, KS.  66224.  
Bob is doing very well, and cards may be sent to him here, or you may call the office at 913/685-4800, and 
ask to be transferred.  Please feel free to visit Bob.  
Marine Earl Alderson is getting around on a wheelchair and a walker at the Shawnee Gardens Nursing 
home, 6416 Long, Shawnee, KS 66216.  Earl’s in room 118-A.  Please send cards.   Earl is doing OK.
Please convey info. on sick and distressed to Chaplain Reyes at 913/432-3688.
Toys for Tots

The totals for this year are still pending, as some of the major players’ numbers are missing.  So far,

the number of toys donated is 14,677.  Frank McGough gathered 1579 from his areas.  There were 301  

drop sites.  The final toy total will be given in January.  
 Marines in Need and Donations
Regarding Marines in Need, please contact Marine Bill Clinton at 913-484-3078, or at bdclint@sbcglobal.net.

This includes Marine families.  There were no Marines in need this past month.  
Anyone seeking a donation for a specific cause is asked to first submit a request in writing to Marine Pat 
O’Malley of our Donations Review and Approval Committee, including a statement of the purpose, a cost 
estimate, and the time period.   Pat’s email is ksirish@yahoo.com; his address is 12412 Flint, Overland Park, 
KS 66213-2120.  
Fallen Marine Program 
Several of our members participated in a Fallen Marine Ceremony for Lance Corporal Nicholas J. 
Hand, in Kansas City, MO on November 29th.  L/Cpl. Hand gave his life in Afghanistan on November

22nd; this was his 2nd deployment.  L/Cpl. Hand dedicated his life to his nation, family, the Marine Corps,

and his girl friend.  Thanks to Marine Marcia Sands who took charge of organizing this Ceremony.  
New Century Young Marines

The Young Marines put out real good effort in the Toys for Tots drive.  Their next meeting is on
Wednesday, January 6th.
Parades, Ceremonies, and our Color Guard
Any member who can devote time to the Color Guard, please contact Steve at 913/764-3901, or at

Sthomas-mega@sbcglobal.net.  

Other items 
To have items sewn on to your covers and shirts, contact Marsha Davey at 913/268-1017 (10409 W 53rd St. 
in Shawnee); to have alterations done on your dress blues, contact Louise Bland at 913/831-4647 (10149 
Edelweiss Circle in Merriam – near 75th & Switzer).

Marine DeBauche is soliciting ideas to enhance our website – www.mclopks.org – Submit These to Mike at packerbacker@pipeline.com, ph. 913/484-5909.   There is now much more information on our site, includ-
ing photos – check it out.  
Websites & Email                     

The website of the Marine Corps League on the National level is http://www.mcleague.org  and our 
Detachment’s website is www.mclopks.org.  Anyone receiving a paper newsletter, but has email, please 
email our Adjutant at shyspy82@comcast.net with the subject of “email newsletter”.  Thanks.
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