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Commandant’s Message
This has been an extremely busy month for our detachment.  It seems like we were scattering to the 
winds with Birthday celebrations, Veterans Day events, Fallen Marine Programs, and Toys for Tots activities.  Kudos go out to all the Marines who participated.  You know who you are!  We had a great

turnout at all events, and increased the public awareness of our organization.  This not only assists us 

in future endeavors, but continues to provide for recruiting opportunities.  

I’m looking forward to the upcoming year.  I’d like to see us get more involved in Marine Corps and

community programs, particularly VAVS, Platoons Forward, and Wounded Warriors.  I’d also like to

start a mentoring program for new members, to assist them in getting set up with uniforms as well as 

getting them involved in detachment activities.  

To all of our members, I extend warm holiday wishes.  Enjoy time with your families and friends, and

remember WE are also a family.  Semper Fi.

 Calendar
Our next meeting is Wednesday, January 27th, 2010, from 1900, at our usual meeting place:  American Legion Post 327, 6521 Nieman Rd. in Shawnee.
Good of the League

A good number of our members are busy with Toys for Tots activities through December 20th; this
year finds us servicing more businesses with collection boxes than ever before.  A big  ‘Thank You’

to the members of the Marine Corps Reserve, who are the driving force behind the Toys for Tots 

Campaign. 

Take a look at www.mclfoundation.org for the excellent work that this Foundation is also doing. 

Another site of interest to Marines is www.patriotfiles.com, where over 800 Marines from Kansas are listed.  
This is also a good source for recruiting new members.  Also check out www.youngmarines.com. 
Sick and Distressed

Please remember all our sick and distressed members or family in your prayers.

Joyce McGough is doing much better – eating and sleeping normally – and is back home; the McGough’s
Are very grateful for the visits, cards and calls while Joyce was hospitalized and at the Trinity Center.

Marine Don Ingram’s eyesight is failing fast.  Cards may be sent to Don at 4651 Oak Grove Ct., Kansas 
City, KS 66106-3666, or he may be called at 913/831-0243.  Don has been receiving treatment at a VA
facility in Nebraska.   
 Marine Hunt is at The Manor of Grace Gardens, Room 222, 5201 West 143rd St., Leawood, KS.  66224.  
Bob is doing very well, and cards may be sent to him here, or you may call the office at 913/685-4800, and 
ask to be transferred.  Please feel free to visit Bob.  
Marine Earl Alderson is getting around on a wheelchair and a walker at the Shawnee Gardens Nursing 
home, 6416 Long, Shawnee, KS 66216.  Earl’s in room 118-A.  Please send cards.   Earl is doing OK.
Please convey info. on sick and distressed to Chaplain Reyes at 913/432-3688.
Toys for Tots

The football game on Oct. 31st was a great success, with several boxes being filled with toys, plus generous
financial donations received.  

Our unit will assist with toy collections at the Olathe and Overland Park Toys R’ Us stores on the weekends of
Dec. 5-6, 12-13, and the 19th.  A vehicle will be parked at the VFW Club at 96th & Pflumm for members to
leave toys; ask for the key at the Club, which is open from 1300.  From Dec. 1st, the Toys-R-Us Store in Over-
land Park, will also be a drop off point.  Other than Dec. 19th at the above stores, Thursday, Dec. 17th is 

the absolute last day for picking up the toys and collection boxes at the various participating businesses.

 Marines in Need 
Any member who is aware of someone in need is asked to first submit a request in writing to Marine Pat 
O’Malley of our Financial Assistance Review Committee, including a statement of the purpose, a cost 
estimate and the time period.   Pat’s email is ksirish@yahoo.com; his address is 12412 Flint, Overland Park, 
KS 66213-2120.  There were no Marines in need this past month.
Fallen Marine Program 
There were 4 Fallen Marine ceremonies this past month, including one on November 14th for our mem-

ber, Marine Robert Lee Callahan.  All their families are deeply grateful for the support which our members 
gave.  
New Century Young Marines

Members will be assisting the Toys for Tots collections at the Toys-R-Us Stores in Olathe and Overland

Park on the weekends of December 5th, 12th and 19th.  December meeting dates are the 2nd, 9th and 16th, 

with the Christmas Party on the 16th.  Meetings will resume Wednesday, January 6th.
Parades, Ceremonies, and our Color Guard
Besides our own unit’s Marine Corps Birthday Ball on Nov. 4th, members of our units took part in the
following Marine Corps Birthday, Veteran’s Day, and other commemorative events during Nov. (items
with an * are those events in which our Color Guard participated):  Wreath-laying at the Truman Library

on the 6th, by the Ambassador of the Czech Republic and the Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic, in 

honor of President Truman *; the Veteran’s Parade in Ottawa on the 7th *; the Marine Corps Birthday

Breakfast on the 10th, sponsored by the Lenexa Police Department; the Johnson County Veteran’s Day

Ceremony at Gardner on the 11th; a Veteran’s Day Ceremony at the Math & Science Academy in Kansas

City, MO on the 13th *; and the Veteran’s Appreciation Event at the Stratford Commons Assisted Living

Center in Overland Park on the 13th.   

Any member who can devote time to the Color Guard, please contact Steve at 913/764-3901, or at

Sthomas-mega@sbcglobal.net.  

Other items 
To have items sewn on to your covers and shirts, contact Marsha Davey at 913/268-1017 (10409 W 53rd St. 
in Shawnee); to have alterations done on your dress blues, contact Louise Bland at 913/831-4647 (10149 
Edelweiss Circle in Merriam – near 75th & Switzer).

Marine DeBauche is soliciting ideas to enhance our website – www.mclopks.org – Submit These to Mike at packerbacker@pipeline.com, ph. 913/484-5909.   There is now much more information on our site, includ-
ing photos – check it out.  
Websites & Email                     

The website of the Marine Corps League on the National level is http://www.mcleague.org  and our 
Detachment’s website is www.mclopks.org.  Anyone receiving a paper newsletter, but has email, please 
email our Adjutant at shyspy82@comcast.net with the subject of “email newsletter”.  Thanks.
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