[image: image11.jpg]


                                                         MAIL CALL             [image: image2.emf]
General Larry Oppenheimer

Detachment #1025
                     6521 Nieman Road, Shawnee, KS
Commandant Mike DeBauche

                                                Volume 9 Issue 1, January, 2010
Commandant’s Column
[image: image1.emf]Happy New Year to all members of our detachment.  I hope that everyone had an enjoyable holiday season with friends and family.  The new year allows us to reflect back on our successes of the previous year.  My thanks go out to all the Marines who contributed to those successes.  January also gives us the opportunity to approach the challenges of the next twelve months.   A few months ago, I requested a volunteer to form and head a Community Activities Committee, with the intent on increasing our community involvement in the future.  Unfortunately, we have been extremely busy and no one has contacted me regarding this effort.  If you are interested, please let me know.  We also been offered opportunities to partner with existing efforts within the community.  These are unique situations, as we do not have to start from the ground up to establish a program when we can join others in existing efforts.  We have been invited to join with the Kansas City Detachment in their VAVS effort.  Any time we spend will be credited to our detachment.  Their VAVS coordinator is looking forward to hearing from us.  I will have more details at the meeting this month.   Also, we have not collected items to be shipped to our troops in several months.  I understand the whys and wheres surrounding logistical difficulties with this effort, but we STILL have Marines in harms way many miles from home.  There is a program called Platoons Forward, based at the Lenexa VFW.  I have met with the head of this program and he has invited us to participate.  I am going to ask our members to bring comfort items for our troops to the meetings this year.  We will ensure the items get delivered to Platoons Forward for shipment to Marine units.  I will have a list of items requested, although from our past endeavors, we are familiar with the things our fellow Marines need.
Sick and Distressed
Marine Lee Nelson is still taking rehabilitation at MidAmerica Rehabilitation Hospital after a fall on the ice. 
There are still no details as to his release from the rehabilitation hospital. 
Marine Jim Scott’s wife, Marika, has been advised by her doctor of a serious medical condition. 
Marine Bill Clinton’s wife, Dee, shows no improvement in her medical condition.
Marine Don Ingram’s eyesight is failing fast.  Cards may be sent to Don at 4651 Oak Grove Ct., Kansas City, KS 66106-3666, Don has been and is still receiving treatment at a VA facility in Nebraska.
Marine Bob Patterson recently had a spinal tap and everything went well, Bob is back home and we will give more details as they come in.
Please convey info. on sick and distressed to Chaplain Reyes at 913/432-3688.
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Fallen Marines
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Fallen Marine Program
One of the primary objectives of the Marine Corps League is to recognize and honor fallen Marines. This program is dedicated to that goal. Many of our fellow Marines are passing without notice. Some receive gravesite services from the U. S. Marine Corps, V.F.W. or other organizations when formally  requested. For most, however, the only notice received is a line in the obituary column stating, “served in the U.S Marine Corps.”  What better program could we support than one that honors our fallen comrades. 
Marine Corps League Detachment #668, Galveston County, Texas, introduced the original “Fallen Marine Program”. It was implemented on January 1st, 2002. The program was approved and adopted by the Texas State Organization in May 2003 at the annual meeting in San Antonio.  It is now fully operational and successful.   
Using the basic format developed by Detachment #668, and in great appreciation for their efforts, Marine Corps League Detachment #1025 has adopted the Fallen Marine Programs. Detachment #1025 makes every attempt to honor all fallen Marines in who are residents of Johnson and Wyandotte counties of Kansas, and assist other detachments wishing to adopt a similar program for their area.  Geographic exceptions to the Johnson/Wyandotte county areas will be made in unusual circumstances.  Exceptions will include, but not be 
limited to, detachment members outside the Johnson and Wyandotte county area or fallen Marines from the area who will have funeral arrangements performed by funeral homes outside of the area (including the KCMO metro area).  Using this guide, recognizing a fallen Marine can be as simple as mailing a 75-cent MCL sympathy card or as complete as full MCL honors during visitation.  

To view a presentation honor service go to www.mclgalveston.com "“Fallen Marine Program”

Presentation videos" 

Watching this full MCL ceremony is very moving and who knows it may move you to wanting to participate.  If you decide you would like further information, contact either Commandant Mike DeBauche or Marine Marcia Sands.
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New Century Young Marines

We will be having Young Marine meetings on February 3, 10 and the 24th. From then forward, we will be having a meeting every Wednesday.
 

We are working still on fundraising to make our Washington DC trip May 27
 

Also we want to thank Marine Ray Boswell for his wonderful donation to the DC funds. We greatly appreciate it.
Parades, Ceremonies, and our Color Guard

Any member who can devote time to the Color Guard, please contact Steve at 913/764-3901, or at

Sthomas-mega@sbcglobal.net. 

 Marines in Need 
Any member who is aware of a marine or his family in need is asked to first submit a request in 

writing to Marine Pat O’Malley of our Financial Assistance Review Committee, including a statement 

of the purpose, a cost estimate and the time period.   Pat’s email is ksirish@yahoo.com; his address is

12412 Flint, Overland Park, KS 66213-2120.  There were no Marines in need this past month                               
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Our next meeting is Wednesday, February 24th, 2010, from 1900, at our usual meeting place:  American Legion Post 327, 6521 Nieman Rd. in Shawnee.

I wanted to take a few lines to let all of you know that you will be seeing our "Mail Call" with a few more sections, USMC history, possibly a biography on one of our members each month and some pictures of our activities during the previous month and some other surprises.  So I look forward to hearing from all of you about the look and/or anything that you might find interesting for the members of our detachment.  
Mail Call Editor encourages submissions of any announcements, pictures, stories, to the editor from detachment members. Deadline for all submissions by the 15th of every month. Email:

usmcquangtri69@gmail.com or Call: John Sims @ 913.530.2535. Mail Address: 14004 west 72nd Terrace, Shawnee, KS 66216.
Marine DeBauche is soliciting ideas to enhance our website – www.mclopks.org – Submit These to Mike at packerbacker@pipeline.com, ph. 913/484-5909.   There is now much more information on our site, 
including photos – check it out.  
Websites & Email                     

 The website of the Marine Corps League on the National level is http://www.mcleague.org  and our 

Detachment’s website is www.mclopks.org.  Anyone receiving a paper newsletter, but has email, please email 

our Adjutant at shyspy82@comcast.net with the subject of “email newsletter”.  Thanks.

Volunteer needed for the Community Activities position if you are interested, please contact commandant Mike DeBauche.
To have items sewn on to your covers and shirts, contact Marsha Davey at 913/268-1017 (10409 W 53rd St. 

in Shawnee); to have alterations done on your dress blues, contact Louise Bland at 913/831-4647 (10149 

Edelweiss Circle in Merriam – near 75th & Switzer).

[image: image7.emf]

     General Larry Oppenheimer Detachment #1025       Vol 9, No. 1.  Jan 2010     pg 5
Marine Corps History

SGTMGR JIGGS


The First Unofficially Official Mascot of the Marine Corps
Jiggs, virtually a symbol of the Marine Corps in his own right, was whelped in Philadelphia on the 22nd of May, 1922. The little pup was a regular blue-blood. Sired by the famous English Bulldog "Rob Roy", Jiggs' formal title was, in fact, "King Bulwark", which might have made him, upon enlistment, the only Marine ever to outrank the Commandant. However, when "King Bulwark" entered the Marine Corps on the 14th of October, 1922, Brigadier General Smedley Butler, who signed the enlistment papers, very sensibly demoted the King to private, thereby turning the aristocratic canine into a regular egalitarian, not to mention preserving the Chain of Command. Ever afterwards, the royal bulldog was known only as "Jiggs". 
                                                      Doubtless due to his lineage~ or, as we would say, his connections~ promotion for Jiggs was rapid. Within two and a half weeks he was wearing corporal's chevrons and by New Year's Day 1924 had become a sergeant. By the following July he had been promoted to Sergeant Major.
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Perhaps due to gastronomic immoderation, the pressures of stardom, or the keeping of late hours on the town, Jiggs died before his time on January 9th, 1927, some four months short of his fifth birthday. Lying in state in a satin-lined coffin in a hanger at Quantico, surrounded by banks of flowers and flanked by two Marine guards, Jiggs' passing was mourned throughout the Corps.
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Photo above: Sergeant Major Jiggs with General Smedley Butler, courtesy of D.A. Red Millis II, GySgt USMC Retired; Curator, Marine Corps Legacy Museum.
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There is no finer compliment than being called a Marine.  It represents the highest honor & tradition bound together with courage & sacrifice on behalf of all mankind.





Fallen Marines this month Robert Lynn Peterson, his ceremony was 


held on 6 January.  We also honored, Tom Dervin,  Bobby G. Carter, 


and Paul K. Smith.








   Taps








